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guarantee that the admitted or proverbial wrongs of the ryots are
to stop for ever, can possibly remove us from the district. What I
have seen of the condition of the ryots is sufficient to convince me
that if we withdraw at this stage, we would stand condemned before
man and God and, what is more important of all, we would never
be able to forgive ourselves." Gandhi concluded the letter assuring
the planters of the peaceful nature of his mission and asking for such
help as the authorities could vouchsafe against intimidation on the
part of the planters.
Gandhi was summoned by Sir Edward Gait, the Lt-Governor,
to see him at Ranchi on June 4. His colleagues feared that possibly
Gandhi might not be allowed to return from Ranchi. They discussed
the future plan of action if that came to pass.
Patna began to throb with activity. A conference of workers was
held and it was decided that if any action was taken against Gandhi,
either Haque or Malaviya should take the charge of work in Gham-
paran. Correspondence with the leaders was started. Gandhi and
Brajkishore Babu left for Ranchi, while Malaviya who had specially
come to Patna returned to Allahabad.
On the eve of Gandhi's interview with the Lt-Governor, Pioneer
published a long letter written by Mr. Irwin, the manager of the
Motihari Factory: "Mr. Gandhi, I believe, is a well-intentioned
philanthropist but he is a crank and fanatic and is too utterly
obsessed with his partial success in South Africa and his belief that
he has been ordained by the Providence to be a lighter of wrongs."
The letter further made a frontal attack on Gandhi's co-workers:
"What do these people care for ryots save to make use of them for
their own purpose?" It was also alleged that Gandhi was being made
a cat's paw "by Home Rule politicians, who hope to demonstrate
on this for them a happy hunting-ground of Charnparan, that
officials and non-officials go hand in hand to oppress the population
and so prove that the district and incidentally all India is being mis-
governed under the British raj.53
Gandhi's men had all taken their respective places by June 4 to
meet any contingency and were every minute expecting news from
Ranchi. On the morning of June 5 a telegram from Gandhi arrived
saying, "Today's interview satisfactory, meeting again tomorrow."
For three days he had interviews with Sir Edward Gait and the
members of his Executive Council, as a result of which it was